
ACCOUNTING  
Introduction  
The increasing complexity of business, government, and industry demands that able, well-educated persons 
be available to assume positions of responsibility. The preparation that accounting students receive at 
Guilford College—the breadth of liberal arts—is designed to qualify them to cope successfully with 
today’s ever-changing environment. Graduates of the program can seek the challenge of a career in public 
accounting or respond to the demand for persons in industrial and governmental accounting. Others choose 
to use their accounting background as a way of joining the ranks of management in various organizations. 
 
Accounting provides the information necessary to determine and evaluate the present and projected 
economic activities of organizations. It includes financial services to individuals, business entities, not-for-
profit organizations, and government at all levels. Professional accountants develop and apply their skills in 
auditing, taxation, management policy, information systems, computer operations, and many other areas.  
 
Accounting is a leading growth profession throughout the world. The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects a 
34 percent increase in job openings by 2005. Instant communication facilities, rapid international travel, 
and expanding world trade have enlarged the scope and importance of accounting services. Many CPA 
firms and their client companies have extensive international operations. Professional accounting careers 
are open to men and women of all ethnic and social backgrounds. Success requires motivation, a 
commitment to service, and skill in communication and analysis. Also important are abilities to work well 
with others, to think abstractly, and to solve problems logically.  
 
Guilford Catalog Information 
 
 
Related Career Titles for Accounting Majors 
 
Actuary 
Administrator 
Assistant Controller 
Attorney at Law 
Auditor 
Bank Examiner 
Benefits Administrator 
Bookkeeper 
Budgetary Control Analyst 
Business Credit/Loan Administrator 
Certified Public Accountant 
Chief Cost Accountant 
Chief Financial Officer 
CIA Agent 
Claims Adjuster 
Collection Agent 
Commercial Banker 
Commodities Trader 
Compensation/Benefits 
Computer Programmer 
Consumer Credit/Loan Officer 
Controller 
Cost Accountant 
Credit and Collection Specialist 
Entrepreneur 
Estate Planner 
FBI Agent 

Financial Aid Director 
Financial Analyst 
Financial Investment Analyst 
Fund Raiser 
General Auditor 
Governmental Accountant 
Industrial Accountant 
Industrial Buyer 
Insurance Agent Broker 
Internal Auditor 
International Trade Specialist 
Inventory Control Specialist 
IRS Investigator 
Loan Administrator 
Loan Officer 
Management Consultant 
Manager, Administrative Service 
Managerial Accountant 
Methods/Procedures Specialist 
Payroll Manager 
Personal Financial Planner 
Plant Accountant 
Professor 
Property Accountant 
Public Accountant 
Sales Manager 
Securities Broker 



Stockbroker 
Systems Analyst 
Tax Lawyer 
Tax Specialist 
Tax Supervisor/Auditor 

Treasurer 
Treasury Mgmt Specialist 
Trust Accountant 
Underwriter 

 
Related Major Skills & Characteristics   
 
� Ability to analyze and interpret numerical data 
� Aptitude for accurate details  
� Ability to explain financial data to others 
� Ability to lead, supervise, and direct others 
� Ability to concentrate for long periods of time 

� Tend to think analytically and logically 
� Capacity for precision, detail and order 
� Able to frame inquiry and respond objectively 
� Ability to derive information from computers 
� Proficiency in written and oral communication 

 
Related Web Sites:  
   

Job Listings:  
CPAdirectory.com - post resume for free for positions in accounting offices; tools for CPA's; articles, & more 
www.cpadirectory.com.   
MonsterTRAK www.monstertrak.com      
UNCW CareerConnections www.uncwil.edu/stuaff/career/students/instructions2.htm     
Financial Job Network www.financialjobnet.com    
NationJob www.nationjob.com/financial    
Searching The Universe www.oconnell.co.uk    
Internship Hot Spots www.uncwil.edu/stuaff/career/Internships4/hotspots.htm  
Internship Hot Links www.uncwil.edu/stuaff/career/Hotlinks/internshipresources.htm   
 
Career Planning Resources: 
Information on Accounting Careers www.beckercpa.com/careerinfo.htm  
Tax and Accounting Sites Directory www.taxsites.com  
Finance and Accounting Information www.careers-in-business.com  
Business Job Finder - Explore Business Careers- Accounting www.cob.ohio-state.edu/dept/fin/jobs/account.htm  
Accountants & Auditors (Occupational Outlook Handbook) http://stats.bls.gov/oco/ocos001.htm  
Careers in the Field of Accounting www.beckercpa.com/careers.htm  
Review.com...a division of Princeton Review.  Find jobs, internships, review career information and more 
www.review.com/index.cfm   
Career Search- Occupational Information www.collegeboard.org/career/bin/career.pl?runlevel=all#all  
Managers www.saludos.com/cguide/bguide.html#finplanners  
Occupational Outlook Handbook: Budget Organizations/ Analysts http://stats.bls.gov/oco/ocos003.htm  
Financial Managers http://stats.bls.gov/oco/ocos010.htm  
Working Your Degree: Accounting http://money.cnn.com/2000/09/22/career/q_degreeaccounting/ 
 
Organizations & Associations: 
American Accounting Association accounting.rutgers.edu/raw/aaa 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants www.aicpa.org/ 
American Society of Women Accountants www.aswa.org 
Association of Government Accountants www.financenet.gov/  
Bank of America www.bankof america.com  
BDO Seidman www.bdo.com 
CPAmerica International http://www.cpamerica.org/ 
Coopers and Lybrand www.cl.com 
Deloitte and Touche LLP www.dttus.com/  
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Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette www.dlj.com  
Ernst and Young www.ey.com/global/gcr.nsf/International/Welcome_-_Careers    
JP Morgan www.jpmorgan.com/  
Federal Reserve Bank- DC, MD, NC, SC, VA & WV www.rich.frb.org/  
First Union National Bank www.firstunion.com  
Goldman & Sachs www.gs.com  
Grant Thornton www.grantthornton.com 
KPMG www.us.kpmg.com/  
Merrill Lynch www.ml.com  
National Society of Accountants www.nsacct.org 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers  www.pwcglobal.com 
Prudential Securities www.prusec.com  
Salomon Brothers www.salomonsmithbarney.com/  
Wachovia Corporation www.wachovia.com  
 
Miscellaneous: 
Accountants Home Page www.computercpa.com  
Business Links from University of Denver Career Center  
www.du.edu/career/internetbusiness.html   
Corporate Finance Network www.corpfinet.com  
Financial Service Organizations www.yahoo.com/Business_and_Economy/Companies/Financial_Services/  
Cameron School of Business www.csb.uncwil.edu  
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