September 19, 2009
To the Guilford College Community:

In 2003, President Kent Chabotar established the Bias Incident Group to respond
forcefully, and in a timely and sensitive manner, to anonymous acts of bias on our
campus. It is important that these acts—that stifle freedom of inquiry and expression—
not go unanswered. The formation of the Bias Incident Group for the 2009 — 2010
academic year is nearing completion and in the absence of a formal group, President
Chabotar issues the following response.

In order to concentrate on the most serious incidents and capture the attention of the
campus community, an incident must have four characteristics in order to warrant a
response. Besides being (1) serious and (2) perpetrated by anonymous persons, the
incident should also be (3) public and widely known as well as (4) viewed as clearly
threatening to a person or group.

Guilford College operates under core values that are directly based on the Quaker
Testimonies. Equality is both a Quaker Testimony and a Core Value of the college. This
community will not tolerate acts based on bigotry and hatred.

On Monday, September 14 a student informed Residence Life and Public Safety that a
note was left on his Bryan Hall room door the prior evening containing the following
message: "Die you MF fag. Nobody wants your kind on campus.” On Thursday,
September 17, at approximately 11:30 pm someone dropped a rock and a note in the
same student’s open, residence hall room window. This note contained the following
message: “I hope it hit you in the [f---ing] head faggot. You don’t deserve life like the
rest of the world. It’s bad enough with out all the gay crap pulling people down. It’s sick,
unnatural, and death is almost too good for you. Almost.”

Clearly these messages are harassment in violation of numerous college policies and are
criminal acts under state and federal law. The Greensboro Police Department is actively
involved in the investigation of this matter and campus officials will cooperate with local
authorities to ensure that those responsible will be held accountable both off campus and
on campus.

There is no room whatsoever at Guilford for persecution, oppression and harassment of
individuals or groups. Those who perpetrate acts such as this challenge our intent to
maintain the atmosphere of freedom that is essential for learning and civil society. Those
who—out of prejudice, ignorance, or hatred—intimidate and silence others by their
words or actions undermine us all. If you have any information about the individuals
responsible please contact Public Safety at x2908.



